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Strange Holiness

The Joyful Descent







Sabbatai Zevi

b. 1626

• Lurianic Kabbala

• Mystical Jewish Messianism

• Conversion to Islam in 1666



Jacob Frank

b. 1726



• Redemption Through Sin: Betraying the Torah, 

Forbidden foods, Fast days, Ritual sex, etc.

• “False God” / “True God”

• Strange Acts / Strange Holiness / Strange 

God

• Religious 

Antinomianism/Nihilism/Transvaluation

• Kelipot/Qliphoth/Sitra Ahra

Sabbateanism/Frankism



“Blessed art thou O Lord, Our God, King of  

the Universe, who permittest the forbidden.”



Eva Frank

b. 1754



Wŏnhyo
b. 617

• Korean Mahayanic Tradition

• Employes a non-

substantialism, or non-duality, 

found in the concept of  

Śūnyatā, applied to an ethics 
of  transgression.



“If  one does not transcend the two extremes 

[of  being and non-being] one will not be able 

to observe precepts and thus does not violate 

them ultimately. Nor will the person obtain 

the perfection of  pure precepts.”



Ikkyū
b. 1394

• Japanese Zen Buddhism

• Introduces three variations 

of  Zen practice.



• “Straight Zen”: Strict obedience to Buddhistic precepts

• “Demonic Zen”: Explicit violation of precepts

• “Crazy Zen”: Characterized by a modification and application 

of precepts in the service of the bodhisattva vows. By 

engaging in meaningful transgression, the crazy monk 

becomes a counter-cultural force that reflects a higher 

morality, one that is elevated by his actions.

• Compare to Active/Passive Nihilism, Apollo/Dionysos, 

“Beyond Good and Evil.”

Demonic Zen





“It is the Star of  the Magi; 

it is the sign of  the Word 

made flesh; and, according 

to the direction of  its 

points, this absolute magical 

symbol represents order or 

confusion, the Divine Lamb 

of  Ormuz and St. John, or 

the accursed goat of  

Mendes. It is initiation or 

profanation; it is Lucifer or 

Vesper, the star of  morning 

or evening. It is Mary or 

Lilith, victory or death, day 

or night.”

“The Pentagram with two 

points in the ascendant 

represents Satan as the goat 

of  the Sabbath; when one 

point is in the ascendant, it 

is the sign of  the Saviour. 

The Pentagram is the figure 

of  the human body, having 

the four limbs and a single 

point representing the head. 

A human figure head 

downwards naturally 

represents a demon that is, 

intellectual subversion, 

disorder or madness.”















• The Black Mass as Psychodramatic antinomian operation. 

Deprogramming/Re-imaging. “Scraping the Psyche Clean.”

• “The Vessel of Holy Pain”: Early Magic Circle Rite where the 

participants would flagellate a scapegoat to carry their 

‘Holy Pain’.

• “The Madness of Logic Ritual”: The ritual chamber was 

dressed up as an insane asylum. The madman would play the 

role of patient directory, and each participant would act out 

a voice of reason, in which the madman director would punish 

them for it. 

Satanic Religious Nihilism



By a down-stepping, a descension and lowering of  the 

threshold of  consciousness – dancing, sex, drugs (wine) 

– an overloading of  the physical sensorial, a sacral 

paradiso, a transcendence of  the bodily. 

Correspondently, in Satan’s classical allure, there is a 

Romantic cultural decadence that is aroused within an 

erotic appeal to the “lower drives,” a visceral merging of  

repulsion and rapture, a joy of  descending beyond moral 

anarchy into holy carnal transgression. The 

transcendental Apollonian force pursues a Katharsis, an 

elevation of  the consciousness via the suppression of  the 

physical, a purification and quieting of  the ecstatic, and a 

subsumption of  the self  by the relinquishing of  basal 

impurities. The Dionysian unites with God; The 

Apollonian is consumed by him.
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